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Simple microscope

circa 1800?

signed: LE MARIÉE FECIT ARGENTINENSIS


Gilded brass microscope on a bone stand. The microscope consists of a lens holder, which is richly decorated, and a stage. There is no objective present. The stage has a circular spring to hold specimen carriers and a bone cone diaphragm is mounted at the back. The microscope is fitted with a stage forceps and a small mirror is fixed in horizontal position to the stand, which serves no function in the present arrangement of the microscope. Focusing by moving the stage with the help of a screw mechanism.

Most likely this instrument has been manufactured in Strasbourg. The Latin name for Strasbourg, such as used on the title-page of books written in that language, is Argentina. Argentinensis signifies that the maker lived and worked in Strasbourg. The family coat-of-arms on top of the lens mount could be of a family in France.

This microscope is in some aspects reminiscent of designs illustrated and described by Louis Joblot.
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Joblot 1718, plates 2,6, 16 and 19; Van der Star 1953, p. 65

